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SUBJECT: DRAFT HUMAN RIGHTS EVALUATION REPORT 

REF: STATE 183842 

1 . SUMMARY: EMBASSY CONCURS IN SUBJECT REPORT, WITH SEVERAL 
SUGGESTIONS FOR CLARIFICATION. RECENT EVENTS NOTED REFTEL ARE 
FURTHER DESCRIBED. END SUMMARY 

2. REPORT AS IT DESCRIBES THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN 
HONDURAS IS ACCURATE. RECENT OCCURRENCES WITH HUMAN RIGHTS 
IMPLICATIONS CITED REFTEL ARE DISCUSSED IN PARAS (5) TO (8) BELOW. 

DEPARTMENT ALSO MAY WISH TO INCLUDE, IN THE DESCRIPTIVE PORTION 
OF THE REPORT, A REFERENCE TO THESE EVENTS AFTER SECOND LAST 
SENTENCE PARA 4 (B) REFTEL, I.E., "THE OLANCHO AREA IS A 

FRONTIER REGION WHERE THE AUTHORITY OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT IS 
NOT STONG. THE POTENTIAL FOR FURTHER VIOLENCE EXISTS, AND SOME 
INCIDENTS HAVE OCCUREED INVOLVING HARASSMENT AND VEILED THREATS 
DIRECTED AT SOCIAL WORKERS; INCLUDING PRIESTS. THERE IS NO INDICATION 

THAT THESE ARE INSPIRED OR CONDONED BY THE GOH. WHICH IS CONTINUING ITS 

EFFORTS TO COOPERATE WITH GROUPS WORKING IN THIS AREA." 
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3. AS REGARDS THE ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS SECTION, 

EMBASSY SUGGESTS ELIMINATION OF LAST SENTENCE PARA 9 (2) 

REFTEL OR ITS SUBSTITUTION AS FOLLOWS: "AMERICAN EMBASSY 
OFFICERS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DISCUSS HUMAN RIGHTS ON AN OPEN 
AND WIDE RANGING BASIS WITH HONDURAN OFFICIALS, PRESS AND 
PUBLIC AT ALL LEVELS." 
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4. IN ADDITION, DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CLARIFY LAST TWO 
SENTENCES REFTEL PARA 9 (1) AS FOLLOWS: "THE USG SHOULD SEEK 
MEANS OF MAKING KNOWN TO GOH POLICY MAKERS AND OTHERS ITS 
AWARENESS OF THE COMPARATIVELY GOOD HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD IN 
HONDURAS. NEVERTHELESS, THE USG SHOULD NOT PROVIDE THE GOH 
WITH SPECIAL CLAIMS WHICH CAN BE VIEWED AS REQUIRING 
"REWARDS." PUBLIC STATEMENTS, ESPECIALLY FOR THE MEDIA, 

SHOULD AVOID THIS ULTIMATELY COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE IMPLICATION. 
NATURALLY WE SHOULD NOT IGNORE, WHEN POSSIBLE, POSITIVE 
LEVERAGES THAT ARE APPROPRIATE, SUCH AS SUPPORT FOR THE 
COUNTRY'S DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS." 

5. FATHER EVARISTO BERTRAND: FATHER BERTRAND HAS NOT BEEN 
EXPELLED FROM HONDURAS, AND UPON THE CHURCH'S INTERVENTION, 

THE DEPORTATION ORDER WAS DROPPED. INITIALLY HE HAD BEEN 

GIVEN FORTY-EIGHT HOURS TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY. THIS WAS ALT. EDGED! Y 
IN RESPONSE TO PRESSURE FROM THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT, WHICH 
REPORTEDLY FELT THAT FATHER BERTRAND MAINTAINED CONTACT 
WITH SANDINISTA GUERRILLAS WHO ALLEGEDLY CROSSED THE BORDER 
TO SEE HIM. EMBASSY HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO CONFIRM OR 
DENY THIS VERSION. BEFORE COMING TO HONDURAS, FATHER 
BERTRAND HAD BEEN EXPELLED FROM NICARAGUA. THE CHURCH IS 
CONSIDERING HIS POSSIBLE TRANSFER FROM THE BORDER AREA. FOR 
THE PRESENT, FATHER BERTRAND IS STILL IN DANLI, ABOUT 40 MILES 
FROM TEGUCIGALPA. 
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6. FATHER EMILIO: THE EMBASSY ASSUMES THAT "FATHER EMILIO" 

REFERS TO FATHER RICHARD PRESTON, ALSO KNOWN AS FATHER RICARDO. 
WHILE THE FACTS REMAIN SOMEWHAT CONFUSED, IT APPEARS THAT 
FATHER PRESTON HAD, ON THE EVENING PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT, 

TOLD A NEWSPAPER REPORTER, WHO HAPPENED TO BE IN THE AREA, 

TO GO TO THE FUSEP (POLICE) HEADQUARTERS IN HIS PARISH AS THERE WAS 
A POSSIBLE STORY INVOLVING A MAN WHO WAS IN SOME MANNER 
BEING ABUSED IN FRONT OF THE STATION. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER 
THIS PERSON WAS BEING ABUSED BY POLICE AGENTS OR OTHER PARTIES. 

THE NEXT DAY FATHER PRESTON WAS DRIVING FROM HIS PARISH TO 
ANOTHER TOWN WHEN HE WAS STOPPED BY ANOTHER CAR. AFTER SOME 
DISCUSSION, FATHER PRESTON STARTED TO DRIVE AWAY. SEVERAL 
SHOTS WERE FIRED APPARENTLY AS A WARNING BECAUSE OF THE 
INCIDENT THE DAY BEFORE. FATHER PRESTON FEELS THAT THIS 
WAS NOT AN "ATTEMPTED ASSASINATION" AS HE WAS IN POINT-BLANK 
RANGE AND AN EASY TARGET IF THAT HAD BEEN THE INTENT. 

7. DEPARTURE OF PRIESTS: TWO OTHER USC PRIESTS, FATHERS PAUL 
AND LUCAS, HAVE LEFT THE OLANCHO AREA, PERHAPS ONLY 
TEMPORARILY, AFTER FRIENDS IN THEIR PARISH WARNED THEM 
THAT THEY MIGHT BE SUBJECT TO ATTACK BY UNNAMED SOURCES. 

EMBOFFS HAVE TALKED WITH BOTH PRIESTS AND IT DOES NOT APPEAR 
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THAT THEY RECEIVED DIRECT THREATS. AS IN THE CASE OF SEVERAL 
NUNS WHO REPORTEDLY HAVE ALSO LEFT THE AREA. THE TWO PRIESTS 
WERE NERVOUS BECAUSE OF THE OLANCHO EVENTS OF JUNE, 1975 
AND WERE. UNDERSTANDABLY, PERHAPS REACTING TO PERCEIVED, RATHER 
THAN ACTUAL, THREATS. 
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8. CHURCH STATEMENT: THE STATEMENT CITED REFTEL WAS ISSUED 
BY THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR PASTORAL WORK, AND IS NOT AN 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF THE CHURCH. THE COMMITTEE IS HOWEVER 
A CHURCH BODY. THE STATEMENT ITSELF IS BASED ON THE WIDESPREAD 
BELIEF THAT THE SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT CONDONES, IF IT IS NOT 
ACTUALLY BEHIND SOME OF THE TERRORIST ATTACKS ON JESUITS IN 
THAT COUNTRY AND IMPLIES SIMILAR GOVERNMENT OR OFFICIAL 
HONDURAN SUPPORT FOR THE DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED IN OLANCHO. 
WHILE THE ATMOSPHERE OF VIOLENCE MAY BE ANALOGOUS, THE 
SITUATION IS DIFFERENT. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE TO INDICATE 
THAT THE OLANCHO EVENTS ARE LINKED TO OFFICIAL OR 
SEMI-OFFICIAL AGENCIES. OLANCHO IS A SPRAWLING, RUGGED AREA 
WITH POOR TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS THAT HAS APTLY 
BREN DESCRIBED AS THE "WILD WEST.” IN THIS FRONTIER 
SITUATION, EMOTIONS ARE OFTEN UNCURBED. AND THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT'S POWER AND INFLUENCE ARE SPREAD THIN. AS 
NOTED IN THE DRAFT REPORT, THE GOH IS MAKING EFFORTS TO 
FULFILL ITS RESPONSIBILITIES IN THIS AREA INCLUDING THE 
PROSECUTION OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE IN THE OLANCHO CASE. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, A HIGH RANKING GOH OFFICIAL RECENTLY 
INFORMED THE CHARGE THAT THE COURT WILL SENTENCE THE 
ACCUSED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

BARTCH 
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